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Concise and informative biographical sketches of 140 of the most influential Antifederalists are
complimented by nearly 100 of their complete and excerpted speeches, pamphlets, editorials, and letters.
This two-volume set provides much hard-to-find information on the background of the Antifederalists and
collects their scattered and neglected writings in an accessible and useful format. It will be critical for any
Revolutionary, Constitutional, or Early American history collection.

They lost even their name to their opponents. But while the Antifederalists lost the battle against
Constitutional ratification, they won the war by getting the Bill of Rights into the Constitution as its first ten
amendments. In restraining the national government's power and guaranteeing individual liberties, the Bill of
Rights has come to dominate modern U.S. politics and law. Freedoms of religious belief, speech, the press,
assembly, and the right to bear arms are encoded because of Antifederalist efforts. It is to these individuals
that Americans owe the hallowed prohibition against unreasonable search and seizure, the right to due
process, the right to trial by a jury composed of one's peers, the right to privacy, and more. One can even
argue that it was the Antifederalists who instituted national obsession with rights talk.

The first volume features biographies of 140 prominent Antifederalists, including Samuel Adams, George
Clinton, Mercy Otis Warren, and James Monroe. Entries on each Antifederalist detail:

Â· Personal and public life

Â· Early political career

Â· Revolutionary activities

Â· Friends and enemies

Â· Basis for opposing the Constitution

Â· Subsequent historical reputation

The second volume collects important speeches and writings of the Antifederalists, and provides annotations
to help the reader place these articles in their historical context. Primary documents include:

Â· Major pamphlets

Â· Broadsides

Â· Newspaper articles

Â· Speeches delivered in state legislatures



Â· Speeches delivered in the Philadelphia convention

Â· Speeches delivered in state ratification conventions.

Not only are many of these documents difficult to find, but they have never before been collected into one
edition. Uniquely, this volume is organized by date of state ratification conventions, beginning with
Pennsylvania on November 20, 1787 and ending with Rhode Island in 1790. This allows users to easily trace
the on-going debate over the ratification of the Constitution, and to see how the Antifederalists' questions
were formed, how their arguments were crafted, and why alliances were made and broken. In all this
fascinating and valuable reference set covers a critical, neglected and enduringly important aspect of
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Birth of the Bill of Rights:
Encyclopedia of the Antifederalists, Volume I, Biographies to read.

Shawn Marsh:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Birth of the Bill
of Rights: Encyclopedia of the Antifederalists, Volume I, Biographies suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Birth of the Bill of Rights: Encyclopedia
of the Antifederalists, Volume I, Biographiesis one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Bessie Hall:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Birth of the Bill of Rights:
Encyclopedia of the Antifederalists, Volume I, Biographies can give you a lot of friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Birth of the Bill of Rights: Encyclopedia of the Antifederalists, Volume I,
Biographies.

Josette Leonard:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This guide Birth of the Bill of Rights: Encyclopedia of the Antifederalists, Volume I,
Biographies was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you



just wanted.
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