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In early modern Europe it has been estimated that up to one in two children did not survive to the age of ten.
In the light of this high mortality rate, some historians have argued that parents did not form close
relationships with their children, especially the very young. This is clearly refuted by the testimony of
bereaved parents such as Martin Luther, and by the volume of consolatory writings produced for grieving
families in early modern Lutheran Germany. The authors, clergymen and lay people, regarded grief as a deep
wound which required treatment, and they applied the balm of consolation through sermons, tracts and
occasional poetry. This study analyses these writings, focusing particularly on the neglected genre of the
epicedium (funeral poem). It asks how and why poetry was used to counter the affective impact of parental
bereavement, and considers what makes it a suitable vehicle for consolation. The poems, which are analyzed
against the contemporary theological, philosophical, and poetological background, are taken from
Leichenpredigten (printed funeral booklets), as well as from collections by two contrasting poets, Paul
Fleming (1609-40), an unmarried man who wrote to console others, and Margarethe Susanna von Kuntsch
(1651-1717), who lost thirteen of her fourteen children. The study seeks to rehabilitate a neglected genre and
participates in discussions on the sociology of death, Lutheran teachings about death and mourning, literary
presentations of mortality and loss, and the depiction of children and parent-child relations in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

The guide with title Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Kathryn Sheffield:

The particular book Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Deborah Young:

This Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and
Literature Monographs) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately
using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern
Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Naomi Dillon:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Poetry and Parental
Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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