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Challenging the standard periodization of American literary history, Reconstituting the American
Renaissance reinterprets the works of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman and the relationship of these
two authors to each other. Jay Grossman argues that issues of political representation—involving vexed
questions of who shall speak and for whom—lie at the heart of American political and literary discourse
from the revolutionary era through the Civil War. By taking the mid-nineteenth-century period, traditionally
understood as marking the advent of literary writing in the United States, and restoring to it the ways in
which Emerson and Whitman engaged with eighteenth-century controversies, rhetorics, and languages about
political representation, Grossman departs significantly from arguments that have traditionally separated
American writing in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Reconstituting the American Renaissance describes how Emerson and Whitman came into the period of their
greatest productivity with different conceptions of the functions and political efficacy of the word in the
world. It challenges Emerson’s position as Whitman’s necessary precursor and offers a cultural history that
emphasizes the two writers’ differences in social class, cultural experience, and political perspective. In their
writings between 1830 and 1855, the book finds contrasting conceptions of the relations between the
“representative man” and the constituencies to whom, and for whom, he speaks. Reconstituting the American
Renaissance opens up the canonical relationship between Emerson and Whitman and multiplies the historical
and discursive contexts for understanding their published and unpublished works.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Reconstituting the
American Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics of Representation (New Americanists) book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cory Marshall:

The feeling that you get from Reconstituting the American Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics
of Representation (New Americanists) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Reconstituting the American Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics of Representation (New
Americanists) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
Reconstituting the American Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics of Representation (New
Americanists) instantly.

Lewis Wade:

Exactly why? Because this Reconstituting the American Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics of
Representation (New Americanists) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Clement Williams:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reconstituting the American
Renaissance: Emerson, Whitman, and the Politics of Representation (New Americanists) can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in



this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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