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For nearly a hundred years, young women have competed for the title of Miss America—although what it
means to wear the crown and be our "ideal" has changed dramatically over time. The Miss America Pageant
began as a bathing beauty contest in 1920s Atlantic City, New Jersey, sponsored by businessmen trying to
extend the tourist season beyond Labor Day. In the post–World War II years, the pageant evolved into a
national coronation of an idealized "girl next door," as pretty and decorous as she was rarely likely to speak
her mind on issues of substance. Since the cultural upheavals of the 1960s, the pageant has struggled to find
a balance between beauty and brains as it tries to remain relevant to women who aspire to become leaders in
the community, not hot babes in swimsuits.

In Being Miss America, Kate Shindle interweaves an engrossing, witty memoir of her year as Miss America
1998 with a fascinating and insightful history of the pageant. She explores what it means to take on the
mantle of America's "ideal," especially considering the evolution of the American female identity since the
pageant's inception. Shindle profiles winners and organization leaders and recounts important moments in
the pageant's story, with a special focus on Miss America's iconoclasts, including Bess Myerson (1945), the
only Jewish Miss America; Yolande Betbeze (1951), who crusaded against the pageant's pinup image; and
Kaye Lani Rae Rafko (1987), a working-class woman from Michigan who wanted to merge her famous title
with her work as an oncology nurse. Shindle's own account of her work as an AIDS activist—and finding
ways to circumvent the "gown and crown" stereotypes of Miss America in order to talk honestly with high
school students about safer sex—illuminates both the challenges and the opportunities that keep young
women competing to become Miss America.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Being Miss America: Behind the
Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) as good book not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Fatima Leonard:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe that
now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for you is
Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Daniel Carter:

Beside this kind of Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone
Curtain (Discovering America) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Charlotte Cooper:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just seeking the Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) when you
desired it?
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