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Augustine's Two Books on Genesis against the Manichees and On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis: An
Unfinished Book represent the first two of five explanations of the beginning of the Book of Genesisthat he
undertook between 388 and 418. In the first, acommentary on Genesis 1-3, Augustine counters the ignorant
and impious attacks against Scripture by the Manichees, with whom he was a"hearer" for nine years. The
second would have been a hexaemeron, a commentary on the six days of creation, but, as Augustine admits,
his inexperience in scriptural exegesis collapsed under the weight of the burden, "and before | finished one
book, | gave up the labor that | could not sustain.”

Although Augustine agrees that many things in Scripture may seem absurd to the unlearned, he holds that
they can produce great pleasures once they have been explained. It was this tenet, realized in his spiritua
rather than corporeal interpretation of Scripture, that led him to counter the impious attacks the Manichees
used to attract those who sought a more intellectual understanding of God over and against an
anthropomorphic view. Augustine's brilliant assimilation of Christian revelation and the intellectual faith of
the Neoplatonic circle around Ambrose in Milan gave rise to his "spiritual" interpretation of Genesis 1-3in
the Two Books on Genesis against the Manichees.

In On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis: An Unfinished Book, Augustine succeeds in presenting an ad
litteram interpretation for twenty-five verses before arriving at the difficult verse on man's having been made
to God'simage and likeness. At this point he breaks off because, in the words of John O'Meara, "it either
tended to blasphemy or could not be reconciled with the Catholic faith." Perhaps because he later writes that
he considers hisliteral attempt to interpret Genesis afailure, the texts herein trand ated have become today,
in light of modern scriptural studies, fascinating and invaluable examples of Augustine's devel oping thought
on significant philosophical and theological issues in the interpretation of Genesis.
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From reader reviews:
Tommie Matthews:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled On Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against the Manichees;;
And, On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).
Try to stumble through book On Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against the Manichees ; And, On the
Litera Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) as your good
friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Nora Mickey:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. Y ou must know how great and important the book On Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against the
Manichees ; And, On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series). All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Wanda Riddle:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this On Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against
the Manichees ; And, On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Greg Butler:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited



right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be On Genesis. Two Books on Genesis Against the Manichees ; And, On
the Litera Interpretation of Genesis, an Unfinished Book (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).
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