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Each year thousands of men and women from more than sixty countries journey by foot and bicycle across
northern Spain, following the medieval pilgrimage road known as the Camino de Santiago. Their destination
is Santiago de Compostela, where the remains of the apostle James are said to be buried. These modern-day
pilgrims and the role of the pilgrimage in their lives are the subject of Nancy Louise Frey's fascinating book.

Unlike the religiously-oriented pilgrims who visit Marian shrines such as Lourdes, the modern Road of St.
James attracts an ecumenical mix of largely well-educated, urban middle-class participants. Eschewing
comfortable methods of travel, they choose physically demanding journeys, some as long as four months, in
order to experience nature, enjoy cultural and historical patrimony, renew faith, or cope with personal
trauma.

Frey's anthropological study focuses on the remarkable reanimation of the Road that has gained momentum
since the 1980s. Her intensive fieldwork (including making the pilgrimage several times herself) provides a
colorful portrayal of the pilgrimage while revealing a spectrum of hopes, discontents, and desires among its
participants, many of whom feel estranged from society. The Camino's physical and mental journey offers
them closer community, greater personal knowledge, and links to the past and to nature.

But what happens when pilgrims return home? Exploring this crucial question Frey finds that pilgrims often
reflect deeply on their lives and some make significant changes: an artistic voice is discovered, a marriage is
ended, meaningful work is found. Other pilgrims repeat the pilgrimage or join a pilgrims' association to keep
their connection to the Camino alive. And some only remain pilgrims while on the road. In all, Pilgrim
Stories is an exceptional prism through which to understand the desires and dissatisfactions of contemporary
Western life at the end of the millennium.

"Feet are touched, discussed, massaged, [and] become signs of a journey well traveled: 'I did it all on foot!' . .
. Pilgrims give feet a power and importance not recognized in daily life, as a causeway and direct channel to
the road, the past, meaningful relations, nature, and the self."
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

This Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain
tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Pilgrim Stories:
On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain can be one of the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Deborah Ayers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Pilgrim Stories:
On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Pilgrim Stories:
On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spainis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

William Rocha:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago, Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern
Spain, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

Patricia Hooper:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago,
Journeys Along an Ancient Way in Modern Spain can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you



know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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