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The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries
before the technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind the West in
gunpowder warfare that it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839-42. What happened? In
The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a key
question of world history: why did the countries of western Europe surge to global importance starting in the
1500s while China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weapons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns and bombs but also, as Andrade shows, continued
to innovate in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s--much longer than previously thought. Why,
then, did China become so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is that it was out of
practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he
demonstrates that China--like Europe--was a powerful military innovator, particularly during times of great
warfare, such as the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the Chinese once again quickly
modernized their forces. Today, China is simply returning to its old position as one of the world's great
military powers.

By showing that China's military dynamism was deeper, longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than
previously understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing explanations of the so-called Great
Divergence between the West and Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Gunpowder Age: China, Military
Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History to read.

Manuel Rodriguez:

Here thing why this kind of The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in
World History are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Gunpowder Age: China,
Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Gunpowder Age: China,
Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Gunpowder Age:
China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History in e-book can be your choice.

Gloria Duncan:

The event that you get from The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in
World History could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Gunpowder Age:
China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the
Rise of the West in World History instantly.

Linda Henderson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to be



study. The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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