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Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her childhood was full of both tenderness and
domestic strife, tropical sounds and sights as well as poverty. Growing up, she learned the proper way to eat
a guava, the sound of tree frogs in the mango groves at night, the taste of the delectable sausage called
morcilla, and the formula for ushering a dead baby's soul to heaven. As she enters school we see the clash,
both hilarious and fierce, of Puerto Rican and Yankee culture. When her mother, Mami, a force of nature,
takes off to New York with her seven, soon to be eleven children, Esmeralda, the oldest, must learn new
rules, a new language, and eventually take on a new identity. In this first volume of her much-praised,
bestselling trilogy, Santiago brilliantly recreates the idyllic landscape and tumultuous family life of her
earliest years and her tremendous journey from the barrio to Brooklyn, from translating for her mother at the
welfare office to high honors at Harvard.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Gagnon:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed When I
Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Angela Joseph:

The ability that you get from When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) is a more
deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd
Lawrence Book) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that When I
Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) instantly.

Sharon Scott:

When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing When I Was
Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Barry Altman:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book). You can more inviting than now.
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