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Between the eighteenth and mid-twentieth centuries, countless African Americans passed as white, leaving
behind families and friends, roots and community. It was, as Allyson Hobbs writes, a chosen exile, a
separation from one racial identity and the leap into another. This revelatory history of passing explores the
possibilities and challenges that racial indeterminacy presented to men and women living in a country
obsessed with racial distinctions. It also tells a tale of loss.

As racial relations in America have evolved so has the significance of passing. To pass as white in the
antebellum South was to escape the shackles of slavery. After emancipation, many African Americans came
to regard passing as a form of betrayal, a selling of one’s birthright. When the initially hopeful period of
Reconstruction proved short-lived, passing became an opportunity to defy Jim Crow and strike out on one’s
own.

Although black Americans who adopted white identities reaped benefits of expanded opportunity and
mobility, Hobbs helps us to recognize and understand the grief, loneliness, and isolation that
accompanied?and often outweighed?these rewards. By the dawning of the civil rights era, more and more
racially mixed Americans felt the loss of kin and community was too much to bear, that it was time to “pass
out” and embrace a black identity. Although recent decades have witnessed an increasingly multiracial
society and a growing acceptance of hybridity, the problem of race and identity remains at the center of
public debate and emotionally fraught personal decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Cadena:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in
American Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Howard Joyce:

This A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in
American Life can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Karen Tullis:

The particular book A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Maxine Ford:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving A Chosen Exile:
A History of Racial Passing in American Life that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick A Chosen Exile: A History of Racial Passing in American Life
become your personal starter.
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