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Most people believe that the right to privacy is inherently at odds with the right to free speech. Courts all
over the world have struggled with how to reconcile the problems of media gossip with our commitment to
free and open public debate for over a century. The rise of the Internet has made this problem more urgent.
We live in an age of corporate and government surveillance of our lives. And our free speech culture has
created an anything-goes environment on the web, where offensive and hurtful speech about others is rife.

How should we think about the problems of privacy and free speech? In Intellectual Privacy, Neil Richards
offers a different solution, one that ensures that our ideas and values keep pace with our technologies.
Because of the importance of free speech to free and open societies, he argues that when privacy and free
speech truly conflict, free speech should almost always win. Only when disclosures of truly horrible
information are made (such as sex tapes) should privacy be able to trump our commitment to free expression.
But in sharp contrast to conventional wisdom, Richards argues that speech and privacy are only rarely in
conflict. America's obsession with celebrity culture has blinded us to more important aspects of how privacy
and speech fit together. Celebrity gossip might be a price we pay for a free press, but the privacy of ordinary
people need not be. True invasions of privacy like peeping toms or electronic surveillance will rarely merit
protection as free speech. And critically, Richards shows how most of the law we enact to protect online
privacy pose no serious burden to public debate, and how protecting the privacy of our data is not
censorship.

More fundamentally, Richards shows how privacy and free speech are often essential to each other. He
explains the importance of 'intellectual privacy,' protection from surveillance or interference when we are
engaged in the processes of generating ideas - thinking, reading, and speaking with confidantes before our
ideas are ready for public consumption. In our digital age, in which we increasingly communicate, read, and
think with the help of technologies that track us, increased protection for intellectual privacy has become an
imperative. What we must do, then, is to worry less about barring tabloid gossip, and worry much more
about corporate and government surveillance into the minds, conversations, reading habits, and political
beliefs of ordinary people.

A timely and provocative book on a subject that affects us all, Intellectual Privacy will radically reshape the
debate about privacy and free speech in our digital age.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Intellectual Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in
the Digital Age. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important some sort of book Intellectual Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in the Digital Age. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Alice Christensen:

Often the book Intellectual Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in the Digital Age will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Intellectual Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties
in the Digital Age is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Michael Banks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Intellectual Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in the Digital Age why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Julie Moore:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Intellectual
Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in the Digital Age which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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