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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Mannheim (Anglistisches Seminar), course: New British Drama, language: English,
abstract: It is widely accepted that memories reconstruct the past: We need individual memories in order to
experience biographical continuity. Without the episodic (or autobiographical) memory, it would be
impossible for us to link our individual past to ourselves. The strong connexion between memory and the
past is a very prominent topic in contempo-rary British fiction and the significance of memory is discussed in
many literary works. One of these works is Harold Pinter’s play Old Times.
Together with the plays Landscape and Silence and the sketch Night, these works have often been referred to
as ‘memory plays’ because they „focus on the past”. In all these plays, Pinter extensively investigates the
possibilities of recreating the past as well as the problematic function of memory.
[...]
Given the fact that even the author himself has difficulties to summarize his works, it is even more difficult
for the viewer, especially as Pinter does not write “with an audience in mind” .
Though he is convinced “that what happens in (his) plays could happen anywhere, at any time, in any place,
although the events may seem unfamiliar at first glance,” the action in Pinter’s plays is always ambiguous
and the plot a framework of contradictions, multilayered statements and silences. So, what is Pinter writing
about? He only gives us one clue: It is “not (about) the weasel under the cabinet.
This paper aims to answer the question above. In the following, I will look at the sketch Night first. Then I
want to concentrate on the topic of memory in the plays Landscape and Silence. In the main part, I will
discuss the significance of memory in Old Times. As we will see, Pinter demonstrates that memory operates
on a variety of levels. In all plays, memory is unreliable and can be reshaped according to one’s present
needs. It can be a means of comfort and security, as in Night. It can separate people by providing them with
the possibility to live in the past and to avoid confrontation in the present, as in Landscape and Silence. In
Old Times, the function of memory is clearly the most complex. Here, it is used as a weapon in a battle for
positions in which impression man-agement rules the battlefield.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times'.

Ryan Wysocki:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' as your
daily resource information.

Alexandra Robbins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rose Davies:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old
Times' to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book
and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the publication The Aspect of Memory in Harold Pinter's 'Old Times' can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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