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A gripping intellectual adventure story, Sailing from Byzantium sweeps you from the deserts of Arabia to
the dark forests of northern Russia, from the colorful towns of Renaissance Italy to the final moments of a
millennial city under siege….

Byzantium: the successor of Greece and Rome, this magnificent empire bridged the ancient and modern
worlds for more than a thousand years. Without Byzantium, the works of Homer and Herodotus, Plato and
Aristotle, Sophocles and Aeschylus, would never have survived. Yet very few of us have any idea of the
enormous debt we owe them.

The story of Byzantium is a real-life adventure of electrifying ideas, high drama, colorful characters, and
inspiring feats of daring. In Sailing from Byzantium, Colin Wells tells of the missionaries, mystics,
philosophers, and artists who against great odds and often at peril of their own lives spread Greek ideas to
the Italians, the Arabs, and the Slavs.

Their heroic efforts inspired the Renaissance, the golden age of Islamic learning, and Russian Orthodox
Christianity, which came complete with a new alphabet, architecture, and one of the world’s greatest artistic
traditions.

The story’s central reference point is an arcane squabble called the Hesychast controversy that pitted
humanist scholars led by the brilliant, acerbic intellectual Barlaam against the powerful monks of Mount
Athos led by the stern Gregory Palamas, who denounced “pagan” rationalism in favor of Christian
mysticism.

Within a few decades, the light of Byzantium would be extinguished forever by the invading Turks, but not
before the humanists found a safe haven for Greek literature. The controversy of rationalism versus faith
would continue to be argued by some of history’s greatest minds.

Fast-paced, compulsively readable, and filled with fascinating insights, Sailing from Byzantium is one of
the great historical dramas–the gripping story of how the flame of civilization was saved and passed on.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

This Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jacqueline McArdle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Sailing from
Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire
Shaped the Worldis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Todd Pfeifer:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Mary Abrams:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost
Empire Shaped the World to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the book Sailing from Byzantium: How a Lost Empire Shaped the World
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
this time.
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