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During its 2,500-year life, the book of Genesis has been the keystone to almost every important claim about
reality, humanity, and God in Judaism and Christianity. And it continues to play a central role in debates
about science, politics, and human rights. With clarity and skill, acclaimed biblical scholar Ronald Hendel
provides a panoramic history of this iconic book, exploring its impact on Western religion, philosophy,
science, politics, literature, and more.

Hendel traces how Genesis has shaped views of reality, and how changing views of reality have shaped
interpretations of Genesis. Literal and figurative readings have long competed with each other. Hendel tells
how Luther's criticisms of traditional figurative accounts of Genesis undermined the Catholic Church; how
Galileo made the radical argument that the cosmology of Genesis wasn't scientific evidence; and how
Spinoza made the equally radical argument that the scientific method should be applied to Genesis itself.
Indeed, Hendel shows how many high points of Western thought and art have taken the form of encounters
with Genesis--from Paul and Augustine to Darwin, Emily Dickinson, and Kafka.

From debates about slavery, gender, and sexuality to the struggles over creationism and evolution, Genesis
has shaped our world and continues to do so today. This wide-ranging account tells the remarkable story of
the life of Genesis like no other book.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Perry:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer
that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) to read.

Steve Henry:

This The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) can
bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious
Books) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Manda Perez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Book of
"Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books), you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Theresa Tompkins:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first



thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may
be the e-book untitled The Book of "Genesis": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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