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The venerable cities of the past, such as Venice or Amsterdam, convey a feeling of wholeness, an organic
unity that surfaces in every detail, large and small, in restaurants, shops, public gardens, even in balconies
and ornaments. But this sense of wholeness is lacking in modern urban design, with architects absorbed in
problems of individual structures, and city planners preoccupied with local ordinances, it is almost
impossible to achieve.

In this groundbreaking volume, architect and planner Christopher Alexander presents a new theory of urban
design which attempts to recapture the process by which cities develop organically. To discover the kinds of
laws needed to create a growing whole in a city, Alexander proposes here a preliminary set of seven rules
which embody the process at a practical level and which are consistent with the day-to-day demands of urban
development.

He then puts these rules to the test, setting out with a number of his graduate students to simulate the urban
redesign of a high-density part of San Francisco, initiating a project that encompassed some ninety different
design problems, including warehouses, hotels, fishing piers, a music hall, and a public square. This
extensive experiment is documented project by project, with detailed discussion of how each project satisfied
the seven rules, accompanied by floorplans, elevations, street grids, axonometric diagrams and photographs
of the scaled-down model which clearly illustrate the discussion.

A New Theory of Urban Design provides an entirely new theoretical framework for the discussion of urban
problems, one that goes far to remedy the defects which cities have today.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for Environmental
Structure) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for
Environmental Structure) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for Environmental Structure). You never sense
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Abel Graham:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for
Environmental Structure) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Nyla Gomez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and A New Theory of Urban Design
(Center for Environmental Structure) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for Environmental Structure)
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dora Dickey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A New Theory of Urban Design (Center for
Environmental Structure).
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