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Here is a magnificent account of a past rich in beauty and creativity, but also in tragedy and trauma. Eminent
historian Nell Irvin Painter blends a vivid narrative based on the latest research with a wonderful array of
artwork by African American artists, works which add a new depth to our understanding of black history.

Painter offers a history written for a new generation of African Americans, stretching from life in Africa
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture. The book describes the staggering number of Africans--over ten
million--forcibly transported to the New World, most doomed to brutal servitude in Brazil and the
Caribbean. Painter looks at the free black population, numbering close to half a million by 1860 (compared
to almost four million slaves), and provides a gripping account of the horrible conditions of slavery itself.
The book examines the Civil War, revealing that it only slowly became a war to end slavery, and shows how
Reconstruction, after a promising start, was shut down by terrorism by white supremacists. Painter traces
how through the long Jim Crow decades, blacks succeeded against enormous odds, creating schools and
businesses and laying the foundations of our popular culture. We read about the glorious outburst of artistic
creativity of the Harlem Renaissance, the courageous struggles for Civil Rights in the 1960s, the rise and fall
of Black Power, the modern hip-hop movement, and two black Secretaries of State. Painter concludes that
African Americans today are wealthier and better educated, but the disadvantaged are as vulnerable as ever.

Painter deeply enriches her narrative with a series of striking works of art--more than 150 in total, most in
full color--works that profoundly engage with black history and that add a vital dimension to the story, a new
form of witness that testifies to the passion and creativity of the African-American experience.

* Among the dozens of artists featured are Romare Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Beauford Delaney, Jacob
Lawrence, and Kara Walker

* Filled with sharp portraits of important African Americans, from Olaudah Equiano (one of the first African
slaves to leave a record of his captivity) and Toussaint L'Ouverture (who led the Haitian revolution), to
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings,
1619 to the Present.

David Colon:

The ability that you get from Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619
to the Present may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Creating Black Americans:
African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that Creating Black Americans: African-American
History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present instantly.

Edward White:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its
Meanings, 1619 to the Present as your daily resource information.

Joyce Hynes:

This Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize
word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its



Meanings, 1619 to the Present in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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