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Before his death in 1870, Robert E. Lee penned a letter to Col. Charles Marshall in which he argued that we
must cast our eyes backward in times of turmoil and change, concluding that "it is history that teaches us to
hope." Charles Pierce Roland, one of the nation's most distinguished and respected historians, has done
exactly that, devoting his career to examining the South's tumultuous path in the years preceding and
following the Civil War. History Teaches Us to Hope: Reflections on the Civil War and Southern History is
an unprecedented compilation of works by the man the volume editor John David Smith calls a "dogged
researcher, gifted stylist, and keen interpreter of historical questions."Throughout his career, Roland has
published groundbreaking books, including The Confederacy (1960), The Improbable Era: The South since
World War II (1976), and An American Iliad: The Story of the Civil War (1991). In addition, he has
garnered acclaim for two biographical studies of Civil War leaders: Albert Sidney Johnston (1964), a life of
the top field general in the Confederate army, and Reflections on Lee (1995), a revisionist assessment of a
great but frequently misunderstood general. The first section of History Teaches Us to Hope, "The Man, The
Soldier, The Historian," offers personal reflections by Roland and features his famous "GI Charlie" speech,
"A Citizen Soldier Recalls World War II." Civil War–related writings appear in the following two sections,
which include Roland's theories on the true causes of the war and four previously unpublished articles on
Civil War leadership. The final section brings together Roland's writings on the evolution of southern history
and identity, outlining his views on the persistence of a distinct southern culture and his belief in its
durability. History Teaches Us to Hope is essential reading for those who desire a complete understanding of
the Civil War and southern history. It offers a fascinating portrait of an extraordinary historian.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this History Teaches Us to Hope: Reflections on the Civil War and Southern
History.

Walter Miller:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide History Teaches Us to Hope:
Reflections on the Civil War and Southern History will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Judith Cole:

The book History Teaches Us to Hope: Reflections on the Civil War and Southern History has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Bill Dildy:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is History Teaches Us to Hope: Reflections on the Civil War and
Southern History this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.
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