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James Riley (1777, Middletown, Conn. – 1840 at sea) was the Captain of the United States merchant ship
Commerce. Riley led his crew through the Sahara Desert, after they were shipwrecked off the coast of
Moroccan Western Sahara in August 1815, and wrote a memoir about their ordeal. This true story describes
how they came to be shipwrecked and their travails in the Sahara Desert. The book, published in 1817 and
originally titled Authentic Narrative of the Loss of the American Brig 'Commerce' by the "Late Master and
Supercargo" James Riley, is modernly republished as Sufferings in Africa.The book struck the nineteenth
century reader because it was a startling switch on the then-usual master-slave relationship, which was white
owners and black slaves. Lost in this unknown world, Captain Riley felt responsible for his crew and their
safety. He told of the events leading to their capture by marauding Sahrawi natives who kept them as slaves.
Horribly mistreated, they were beaten, sun-burnt, starved, and forced to drink their own and camel urine. A
slave would be worked until close to death and then either traded or killed. Once back on shore, Riley
devoted himself to anti-slavery work but eventually returned to a life at sea, where he died of sickness in his
sixties. The lives of his crew were foreshortened, no doubt, from complications caused by their hardships in
the African desert. The last surviving crewman was the cabin boy, who lived to be 82. In 1851, G. Brewster
published the Sequel to Riley's Narrative: Being a Sketch of Interesting Incidents in the Life, Voyages and
Travels of Capt. James Riley, from the Period of His Return to His Native Land, After His Shipwreck,
Captivity and Sufferings Among the Arabs of the Desert, as Related in His Narrative, Until His Death.
Captain James Riley's story has served as the basis for several relatively recent published books: "Skeletons
on the Zahara: A True Story of Survival" by Dean King, published in 2004; and "Sufferings in Africa: The
Incredible True Story of a Shipwreck, Enslavement, and Survival on the Sahara" published in 2007. This
pre-1923 publication has been converted from its original format and may contain an occasional defect from
the conversion or from the original publication.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cauley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Loss of the American Brig Commerce,
Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the Month of August, 1815: With an Account of Tombuctoo,
and of the Hitherto Undiscovered Great City of Wassanah. All type of book can you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Catherine Lyons:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Loss of the American Brig
Commerce, Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the Month of August, 1815: With an Account of
Tombuctoo, and of the Hitherto Undiscovered Great City of Wassanah book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Allison Larson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Loss of the American
Brig Commerce, Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the Month of August, 1815: With an Account
of Tombuctoo, and of the Hitherto Undiscovered Great City of Wassanah suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Loss of the American Brig Commerce,
Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the Month of August, 1815: With an Account of Tombuctoo,
and of the Hitherto Undiscovered Great City of Wassanahis the one of several books that everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Gloria Quinones:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to



newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Loss of the American Brig Commerce, Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the Month of August,
1815: With an Account of Tombuctoo, and of the Hitherto Undiscovered Great City of Wassanah when you
necessary it?
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