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Scare Tactics, the first book on the subject, provides a theory of the structure of reasoning used in fear and
threat appeal argumentation. Such arguments come under the heading of the argumentum ad baculum, the
`argument to the stick/club', traditionally treated as a fallacy in the logic textbooks. The new dialectical
theory is based on case studies of many interesting examples of the use of these arguments in advertising,
public relations, politics, international negotiations, and everyday argumentation on all kinds of subjects.
Many of these arguments are amusing, once you see the clever tactic used; others are scary. Some of the
arguments appear to be quite reasonable, while others are highly suspicious, or even outrageously fraudulent.
In addition to the examples taken from logic textbooks, other cases treated come from a variety of sources,
including political debates, legal arguments, and arguments from media sources, like magazine articles and
television ads. The purpose of this book is to explain how such arguments work as devices of persuasion, and
to develop a method for analyzing and evaluating their reasonable and fallacious uses in particular cases. The
book shows how such arguments share a common structure, revealing several distinctive forms of argument
nested within each other. Based on its account of this cognitive structure, the new dialectical theory presents
methods for identifying, analyzing, and evaluating these arguments, as they are used in specific cases.
The book is a scholarly contribution to argumentation theory. It is written in an accessible style, and uses
many colorful and provocative examples of fear and threat appeal arguments that are suitable for classroom
discussions. The matters treated will be of interest to professionals and students in law, critical thinking,
advertising, speech communication, informal logic, cognitive science, rhetoric, and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

This Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal
to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats
(Argumentation Library) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Phyllis Smith:

Often the book Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) has a lot
of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Carmela Martin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and
Threats (Argumentation Library) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Maria Simmons:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to
Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and
Threats (Argumentation Library) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of their time.
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