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Over a lifetime of studying Cuban Santería and other religions related to Orisha worship—a practice also
found among the Yoruba in West Africa—Stephan Palmié has grown progressively uneasy with the
assumptions inherent in the very term Afro-Cuban religion. In The Cooking of History he provides a
comprehensive analysis of these assumptions, in the process offering an incisive critique both of the
anthropology of religion and of scholarship on the cultural history of the Afro-Atlantic World.
 
Understood largely through its rituals and ceremonies, Santería and related religions have been a challenge
for anthropologists to link to a hypothetical African past. But, Palmié argues, precisely by relying on the
notion of an aboriginal African past, and by claiming to authenticate these religions via their findings,
anthropologists—some of whom have converted to these religions—have exerted considerable influence
upon contemporary practices. Critiquing widespread and damaging simplifications that posit religious
practices as stable and self-contained, Palmié calls for a drastic new approach that properly situates cultural
origins within the complex social environments and scholarly fields in which they are investigated.
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From reader reviews:

Merry Springs:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This The Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban
Religion is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Raquel Black:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

John Ray:

The Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion yet doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Kenneth Connolly:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is The Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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