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This is the first comprehensive and up-to-date history of Byzantium to appear in almost sixty years, and the
first ever to cover both the Byzantine state and Byzantine society. It begins in A.D. 285, when the emperor
Diocletian separated what became Byzantium from the western Roman Empire, and ends in 1461, when the
last Byzantine outposts fell to the Ottoman Turks.

Spanning twelve centuries and three continents, the Byzantine Empire linked the ancient and modern worlds,
shaping and transmitting Greek, Roman, and Christian traditions—including the Greek classics, Roman law,
and Christian theology—that remain vigorous today, not only in Eastern Europe and the Middle East but
throughout Western civilization. Though in its politics Byzantium often resembled a third-world dictatorship,
it has never yet been matched in maintaining a single state for so long, over a wide area inhabited by
heterogeneous peoples.

Drawing on a wealth of original sources and modern works, the author treats political and social
developments as a single vivid story, told partly in detailed narrative and partly in essays that clarify long-
term changes. He avoids stereotypes and rejects such old and new historical orthodoxies as the persistent
weakness of the Byzantine economy and the pervasive importance of holy men in Late Antiquity.

Without neglecting underlying social, cultural, and economic trends, the author shows the often crucial
impact of nearly a hundred Byzantine emperors and empresses. What the emperor or empress did, or did not
do, could rapidly confront ordinary Byzantines with economic ruin, new religious doctrines, or conquest by a
foreign power. Much attention is paid to the complex life of the court and bureaucracy that has given us the
adjective "byzantine." The major personalities include such famous names as Constantine, Justinian,
Theodora, and Heraclius, along with lesser-known figures like Constans II, Irene, Basil II the Bulgar-Slayer,
and Michael VIII Palaeologus.

Byzantine civilization emerges as durable, creative, and realistic, overcoming repeated setbacks to remain
prosperous almost to the end. With 221 illustrations and 18 maps that complement the text, A History of the
Byzantine State and Society should long remain the standard history of Byzantium not just for students and
scholars but for all readers.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

This book untitled A History of the Byzantine State and Society to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Anna Snyder:

This A History of the Byzantine State and Society is great reserve for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having A History of the Byzantine State and Society in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

George Miller:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list will be A History of the Byzantine State and Society. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Small:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra A History of the Byzantine State and
Society.
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