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A narrative tour de force that combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose, Kevin Starr's
acclaimed multi-volume Americans and the California Dream is an unparalleled work of cultural history. In
this volume, Starr covers the crucial postwar period--1950 to 1963--when the California we know today first
burst into prominence.

Starr brilliantly illuminates the dominant economic, social, and cultural forces in California in these pivotal
years. In a powerful blend of telling events, colorful personalities, and insightful analyses, Starr examines
such issues as the overnight creation of the postwar California suburb, the rise of Los Angeles as Super City,
the reluctant emergence of San Diego as one of the largest cities in the nation, and the decline of political
centrism. He explores the Silent Generation and the emergent Boomer youth cult, the Beats and the
Hollywood "Rat Pack," the pervasive influence of Zen Buddhism and other Asian traditions in art and
design, the rise of the University of California and the emergence of California itself as a utopia of higher
education, the cooling of West Coast jazz, freeway and water projects of heroic magnitude, outdoor life and
the beginnings of the environmental movement. More broadly, he shows how California not only became the
most populous state in the Union, but in fact evolved into a mega-state en route to becoming the global
commonwealth it is today.

Golden Dreams continues an epic series that has been widely recognized for its signal contribution to the
history of American culture in California. It is a book that transcends its stated subject to offer a wealth of
insight into the growth of the Sun Belt and the West and indeed the dramatic transformation of America
itself in these pivotal years following the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

This Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Golden Dreams: California in an
Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Golden Dreams: California in
an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) can bring when you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the
California Dream) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Jeff Farley:

The event that you get from Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and
the California Dream) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Golden
Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Golden Dreams: California in an
Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) instantly.

Lisa Knight:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Golden
Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream), it is possible
to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a reserve.



William Grant:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California
Dream) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Golden
Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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