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Why are the French such an exceptional nation? Why do they think they are so exceptional? The French take
pride in the fact that their history and culture have decisively shaped the values and ideals of the modern
world. French ideas are no less distinct in their form: while French thought is abstract, stylish and often
opaque, it has always been bold and creative, and driven by the relentless pursuit of innovation.

In How the French Think, the internationally-renowned historian Sudhir Hazareesingh tells the epic and
tumultuous story of French intellectual thought from Descartes, Rousseau, and Auguste Comte to Sartre,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, and Derrida. He shows how French thinking has shaped fundamental Westerns ideas
about freedom, rationality, and justice, and how the French mind-set is intimately connected to their own
way of life—in particular to the French tendency towards individualism, their passion for nature, their
celebration of their historical heritage, and their fascination with death. Hazareesingh explores the French
veneration of dissent and skepticism, from Voltaire to the Dreyfus Affair and beyond; the obsession with the
protection of French language and culture; the rhetorical flair embodied by the philosophes, which today’s
intellectuals still try to recapture; the astonishing influence of French postmodern thinkers, including
Foucault and Barthes, on postwar American education and life, and also the growing French anxiety about a
globalized world order under American hegemony.

How the French Think sweeps aside generalizations and easy stereotypes to offer an incisive and revealing
exploration of the French intellectual tradition. Steeped in a colorful range of sources, and written with
warmth and humor, this book will appeal to all lovers of France and of European culture.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an
Intellectual People.

John Tibbs:

Inside other case, little people like to read book How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an
Intellectual People. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual
People. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Michelle Johnson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How the French Think: An Affectionate
Portrait of an Intellectual People can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Angela Hurd:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of
an Intellectual People can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have
How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People.
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