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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Party and Society. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Party and Society. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Alice Wilkerson:

The book Party and Society make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make studying a book Party and Society being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Party and Society. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Alice Rodriguez:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Party and Society book
as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Donna Canales:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Party and Society as your daily resource information.
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