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In this provocative book, Roger Finke and Rodney Stark challenge popular perceptions about American
religion. They view the religious environment as a free market economy, where churches compete for souls.
The story they tell is one of gains for upstart sects and losses for mainline denominations.

Although many Americans assume that religious participation has declined in America, Finke and Stark
present a different picture. In 1776, fewer than 1 in 5 Americans were active in church affairs. Today, church
membership includes about 6 out of 10 people.

But, as Finke and Stark show, not all denominations benefited. They explain how and why the early
nineteenth-century churches began their descent, while two newcomer sects, the Baptists and the Methodists,
gained ground. They also analyze why the Methodists then began a long, downward slide, why the Baptists
continued to succeed, how the Catholic Church met the competition of ardent Protestant missionaries, and
why the Catholic commitment has declined since Vatican II. The authors also explain why ecumenical
movements always fail

In short, Americans are not abandoning religion; they have been moving away from established
denominations. A "church-sect process" is always under way, Finke and Stark argue, as successful churches
lose their organizational vigor and are replaced by less worldly groups.

Some observers assert that the rise in churching rates indicates increased participation, not increased belief.
Finke and Stark challenge this as well. They find that those groups that have gained the greatest numbers
have demanded that their followers accept traditional doctrines and otherworldliness. They argue that
religious organizations can thrive only when they comfort souls and demand sacrifice. When theology
becomes too logical, or too secular, it loses people.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amato:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Churching of
America, 1776-2005: Winners and Losers in Our Religious Economy? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Colleen Greenwood:

The reserve untitled The Churching of America, 1776-2005: Winners and Losers in Our Religious Economy
is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Churching
of America, 1776-2005: Winners and Losers in Our Religious Economy from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Andrea Whitt:

The reason? Because this The Churching of America, 1776-2005: Winners and Losers in Our Religious
Economy is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Paul England:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Churching of
America, 1776-2005: Winners and Losers in Our Religious Economy provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.
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