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“This is a book about the American Dream as it has become embodied in the university in general and in the
English department in particular,” writes James Ray Watkins at the start of A Taste for Language: Literacy,
Class, and English Studies. In it, Watkins argues that contemporary economic and political challenges
require a clear understanding of the identity of English studies, making elementary questions about literacy,
language, literature, education, and class once again imperative.  

A personal history of university-level English studies in the twentieth century, A Taste for Language
combines biography, autobiography, and critical analysis to explore the central role of freshman English and
literary studies in the creation and maintenance of the middle class. It tells a multi-generational story of the
author and his father, intertwined with close reading of texts and historical analysis. The story moves from
depression-era Mississippi, where the author's father was born, to a contemporary English department, where
the author now teaches.

Watkins looks at not only textbooks, scholars, and the academy but also at families and other social
institutions. A rich combination of biography, autobiography, and critical analysis, A Taste for Language
questions what purpose an education in English language and literature serves in the lives of the educated in
a class-based society and whether English studies has become wholly irrelevant in the twenty-first century. 
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A Taste for
Language: Literacy, Class, and English Studies (Studies in Writing & Rhetoric)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Shawn Young:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled A
Taste for Language: Literacy, Class, and English Studies (Studies in Writing & Rhetoric) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The A Taste for Language: Literacy, Class,
and English Studies (Studies in Writing & Rhetoric) giving you one more experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gilbert Phillips:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. A Taste for Language: Literacy, Class, and English Studies (Studies in Writing &
Rhetoric) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Justin Mireles:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is A Taste for Language: Literacy, Class, and English Studies (Studies in Writing &
Rhetoric) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.
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