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'Lord, I'm glad I'm a hermit novelist', Flannery O'Connor wrote to a friend in 1957. Sequestered by ill health,
O'Connor spent the last thirteen years of her life on the family farm in rural Georgia, which she claimed was
accessible 'only by bus or buzzard'. During this productive, solitary time she became increasingly fascinated
by fourth-century Christians who retreated to the desert for spiritual replenishment. In "Flannery O'Connor,
Hermit Novelist", Richard Giannone explores O'Connor's identification with these early Christian monastics,
a bond that stemmed from her faith as well as her own isolation and physical suffering from lupus, and the
ways in which their strange, still voices illuminate her fiction.Distinguishing among various desert calls
summoning O'Connor's protagonists to solitude and renunciation, Giannone shows how these characters live
out a radical simplicity of ascetic discipline as a means of grappling with their demons and drawing closer to
God. Combining discussion of her fiction with biographical detail and excerpts from the writings of the early
Christians, Giannone reveals how O'Connor's treatment of the desert brings self-denial and self-scrutiny to
bear on the urgencies of modern American life. Through the insights of the ancient monastics, "Flannery
O'Connor, Hermit Novelist" not only clarifies the bizarre demonology that has long perplexed O'Connor's
readers but also reveals in her fiction an attention to the qualities of inner life and a prescient concern for the
rampant evil and dissensions of the outside world.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

The feeling that you get from Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist instantly.

Bruno Reed:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Betsy Haley:

Beside this specific Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!

David Gilbert:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Flannery O'Connor, Hermit Novelist when you necessary it?
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