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Many Anglo-Americans in the nineteenth century regarded Indian tribes as little more than illiterate bands of
savages in need of “civilizing.” Few were willing to recognize that one of the major Southeastern tribes
targeted for removal west of the Mississippi already had an advanced civilization with its own system of
writing and rich literary tradition. In Literacy and Intellectual Life in the Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906,
James W. Parins traces the rise of bilingual literacy and intellectual life in the Cherokee Nation during the
nineteenth century—a time of intense social and political turmoil for the tribe.

By the 1820s, Cherokees had perfected a system for writing their language—the syllabary created by
Sequoyah—and in a short time taught it to virtually all their citizens. Recognizing the need to master the
language of the dominant society, the Cherokee Nation also developed a superior public school system that
taught students in English. The result was a literate population, most of whom could read the Cherokee
Phoenix, the tribal newspaper founded in 1828 and published in both Cherokee and English.

English literacy allowed Cherokee leaders to deal with the white power structure on their own terms:
Cherokees wrote legal briefs, challenged members of Congress and the executive branch, and bargained for
their tribe as white interests sought to take their land and end their autonomy. In addition, many Cherokee
poets, fiction writers, essayists, and journalists published extensively after 1850, paving the way for the rich
literary tradition that the nation preserves and fosters today.

Literary and Intellectual Life in the Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 takes a fascinating look at how literacy
served to unite Cherokees during a critical moment in their national history, and advances our understanding
of how literacy has functioned as a tool of sovereignty among Native peoples, both historically and today.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Berry:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Literacy and Intellectual Life in the
Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

George McDaniel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Literacy and Intellectual Life in the Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 (American Indian Literature and
Critical Studies Series) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Barbara Watson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Literacy and Intellectual Life in
the Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Mamie Contreras:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Literacy and Intellectual Life in the
Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to
be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Literacy and
Intellectual Life in the Cherokee Nation, 1820–1906 (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the
time.
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