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The tale of Bluebeard's Wife--the story of a young woman who discovers that her mysterious blue-bearded
husband has murdered his former spouses--no longer squares with what most parents consider good bedtime
reading for their children. But the story has remained alive for adults, allowing it to lead a rich subterranean
existence in novels ranging from Jane Eyre to Lolita and in films as diverse as Hitchcock's Notorious and
Jane Campion's The Piano.

In this fascinating work, Maria Tatar analyzes the many forms the tale of Bluebeard's Wife has taken over
time, particularly in Anglo-European popular culture. It documents the fortunes of Bluebeard, his wife, and
their marriage in folklore, fiction, film, and opera, showing how others took the Bluebeard theme and
revived it with their own signature twists.

In some tales the wife is a deceiver; in others she is a clever investigator. Earlier ages denounced Bluebeard's
wife for her "reckless curiosity" and for her "uncontrolled appetite"; our own times have turned her into
something of a heroine, a woman who rescues herself--and often her marriage--through her detective work
and psychological finesse. And as for Bluebeard? Once considered a one-dimensional brute, he has found
renewed cultural energy both as a master criminal who kills in order to create a higher moral order and as an
artist figure who must shield himself against intimacy to foster his creative powers. A brilliant account of
how one classic fairy tale has been continually reincarnated, Secrets beyond the Door will appeal to both
literary scholars and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of Bluebeard and
His Wives ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of
Bluebeard and His Wives is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of Bluebeard and His Wives. You never truly
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Douglas Barney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of
Bluebeard and His Wives as the daily resource information.

Harold Walsh:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The
book Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of Bluebeard and His Wives it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Christine Hook:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of Bluebeard and His Wives can
make you feel more interested to read.
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